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Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards
Guiding Principles

4. Children are individuals who develop
at various rates. The Early Learning
Standards recognize that there are
individual rates of development and
learning across any age range.

5. Children are members of cultural
groups that share developmental
patterns. The Early Learning Standards
acknowledge that children’s develop-
ment and learning opportunities reflect
the cultural and linguistic diversity of
children, families and environments.

6. Children exhibit a range of skills and
competencies within any domain of
development. The Early Learning
Standards support the development of
optimal learning experiences that can be
adapted for individual developmental
patterns.

7. Children learn through play and the
active exploration of their environ-
ment. The Early Learning Standards
reflect the belief that children should be
provided with opportunities to explore
and apply new skills through child-
initiated and teacher-initiated activities,
and through interactions with peers,
adults and materials. Teachers and
families can best guide learning by
providing these opportunities in natural,
authentic contexts.

8. Parents are children’s primary and
most important caregivers and educa-
tors. Families, communities and schools
all have significant roles to play in terms
of what opportunities are available to
children, and how well a child is able
to advantage of those learning
opportunities.

The Early Learning Standards Advisory
Committee has established the following
Guiding Principles to inform the develop-
ment and application of Early Learning
Standards in Wisconsin. These guiding
principles reflect the knowledge base in
scientific research, our values, and our
commitment to young children and families.

1. All children are capable and compe-
tent. Development and learning begins
at birth, for all children and in all settings.
The Early Learning Standards support
practices that promote development and
protect young children from the harm
that results from inappropriate expecta-
tions. In this, they are aligned with ethical
principles of the early childhood profes-
sion.

2. A child’s early learning and develop-
ment is multidimensional. Develop-
mental domains are highly interrelated.
The Early Learning Standards reflect the
inter-connectedness of the domains of
children’s development: social and
emotional development, approaches to
learning, language development and
communication, health and physical
development, and cognition and general
knowledge.

3. Expectations for children must be
guided by knowledge of child growth
and development. The Early Learning
Standards are based on research about
the processes and sequences of young
children’s learning and development,
and the conditions under which children
develop to their fullest potential.


